1000 NEW YORK AVE., RM 101
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310-8935

Email: otercadm@co.otero.nm.us
COMMISSION/ ADMINISTRATION
(505) 437-7427
FAX (505) 443-2904
866-986-8376

State of Newm Mexico
@ounty of Otero

December 3, 2007
Re: Mexican Gray Wolf Reintroduction

To whom it may concemn at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:

The Board of Commissioners objects to the release of the Mexican Gray Wolf in
Otero County.

We enacted Ordinance 07-06 on October 18, 2007 prohibiting the import or
release into the wild of this species and others into Otero County.

As you are aware Otero County has invested significant County time effort and
resources toward research, planning, and study to define and determine the
impacts of various land use actions on the resources, custom, culture, history
and socio economic environment in our County.

That work has demonstrated that the release of these species into our physical
environment will have a negative impact on the livestock, recreation and tourism
industries and the economy due to the loss of livestock and domestic animals
and threats o human safety.

Accordingly, we register our initial opposition to any proposal that would release
or introduce these species. Additionally, the above referenced ordinance
requires consistent with applicable Federal Statutes that we be included at the
earliest stage in any planning, scoping or other effort designed to study or assess
such a release.

We do not believe the entire proposed reintroduction areas were at any time wolf
habitat. Secondly we do not believe you have done due diligence here to
propose areas within land masses which are not conducive to this species
specifically within municipalities as well as other sensitive military areas where
the wolf population might be detrimental to the security of our nation as wel! as its
threatening ongoing missions by the armed force in Otero County.

The map that we have been provided demonstrates that you are proposing areas
in the State and certainly in Otero County that contain significant concentrations
of population for release of the wolf. Certainly the experience we have gained in



the Westem Counties of the State demonstrate that there are too many conflicts
and too much danger when this species is released in close proximity to
population centers.

Finally, you should include representatives of the County, including but not
limited to our scientific consultants on the interdisciplinary team to provide you
with the results of our efforts to insure consistency in any planning or study you
are undertaking.

BOARD OF COUN MMISSIONERS
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Clarissa McGinn, Vice-Chairperson
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