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Mexican Grey Wolf Recovery Program Hearing, Dec. 5, 2007 at Glenwood, NM

It is appropnate for the United States Fish and Wildlife Serwvice to review its’
Mexican Grey Wolf program. Any program that has not achieved its stated goals in
10 years needs to be analyzed. Three questions come to the mind:
1. Were the original goals realistic?
2. Are there confounding influences that were not measured or have
significantly changed?
3. Are those strongly advocating for the wolves facing reality or using wishful
thinking?

It would appear that the original goals for the program were set for too high a
number of animals. Advocates have stated in news articles that the lack of numbers
1s because of wolf elimination because of livestock depredation. Maybe the
problem lies with a lack of prey animals in the arca. When the wolves cannot find
enough elk and deer, they will turm to domestic animals. A recent news article
quoted a game commission member as stating that the wolves were not affecting the
elk herd in the area. A few days later, a game department official refuted the
number of elk cited in the article saying it was only a computer projection. The
article in the news stated the primary diet of the wolf in Mexico is Coues deer and
here it is elk. What are the numbers of deer, Coues and Mule, in the recovery area?
Is the deer herd going up or down? Are the wolves eating more deer than anyone
realizes? The necessity of having ‘feeding stations’ for the wolves would indicate a
lack of prey animals.

Maybe the elk numbers in the computer model are accurate. Are the wolves the
only influence on the elk herd? What is the influence of increased precipitation and
forage growth on the elk?

Some advocates for the wolves are not realistic in their appraisal of the situation
here. One such area is the question of cattle carcasses available to eat and thus give
the wolves a taste for beef. These advocates blame the ranchers for not disposing of
the dead animals. This is entirely unrealistic. In this rugged area which can require
over 60 acres per cow unit, it is often impossible to find a missing live animal, let
alone a dead one. I would suggest instead of generating press releases, these
individuals find a rancher willing to take them, and try to find and dispose of a dead

CAWY.

don dykhouse, page one



Some of these advocates want to compare the success of the wolves in Yellowstone
National Park and the Great Lakes area of the United States. These are not valid
comparisons. In Yellowstone National Park, 70 grey wolves were captured in
Canada and directly transferred to the park. The wolves here were captive bred and
pen raised. Also, Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks probably have more
elk than the whole state of New Mexico providing a large prey supply.

These individuals also like to cite the growing numbers of wolves in the Great Lakes
Region. However, this was a natural expansion of the population from Canada, not
a human facilitated movement. These animals moved in and reproduced because of
aready presence of large numbers of prey animals. Wisconsin alone has a white-
tailed deer population that ranges from one million to one million, eight hundred
thousand deer.

Advocates for the wolves like to cite benefits from eco-tourism resulting because of
the wolves being present here. One report stated that 50,000 people took wolf
related tours in Yellowstone National Park. It sounds like an impressive number
until 1t is realized the park had over two million, eight hundred thousand visitors in
2006. That 50,000 is less than two percent of the people who chose to visit
Yellowstone. It must aiso be considered that Yellowstone has over 1,000 wolves
and the original goal here was only 100.

At least one organization has cited the success of the wolf center in Ely, Minnesota.
One must realize this center does not limit its activities to the immediate Arrowhead
Region of Minnesota. Also, they are dealing with much larger numbers of naturally
occurring wild wolves-not captive bred introduced animals.

In conclusion, five suggestions for the Fish and Wildlife Service:

1. Accurately and fully assess the wolf carrying capacity of the region.

2. Remove any animals that are not genetically pure. If necessary, depopulate the

whole recovery area and start with true, wild animals from wild to wild.

3. Remove all animals that have been pen raised or even penned for a short

period of time—any such feeding will acclimate the wolves to people.

4. Continue the ‘three stnkes’ rule. From press releases it appears the governor
of New Mexico cares more for wolves than the safety and economic well-
being of the people in this area.

5. Fully recompense cattle and horse owners for animals lost to wolf attacks.

This needs to include the genetic values of the animals as well as the market
price. page 2 Don Dykhouse PO Box 604 Tyrone, NM 88065
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