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TO: Wolf Scoping Forum, Las Cruces, December 4, 2007
FROM: Stephen L. Wilmeth Do Box 57

830/ —
DATE: December 4, 2007
SUBJECT: Comments for Public Record of meeting of same, December 4, 2007

I am a rancher from Dona Ana/ Luna County and I desire to have this memo recorded
for public record for the purposes of any wolf introduction intentions in this area, The
points I expect to be recorded are as follows:

1. In the calendar year 2006, I purposely recorded all deer sightings on nearly 350
sections of ranchland that included what is known in BLM records as the Lazy E and the
Double Bar V allotments. The Lazy E, known as Butterfield Trail Ranch LLC, is located
between Las Cruces and Deming on the north side of [-10 commencing at the 116
interchange, running north to the Las Uvas Mountains and to the west to the Goodsight
Mountains. The ranch encompasses some 94 sections of BLM, state and private Jands.
The Double Bar V is located south of Gage, New Mexico running from the Victorio
Mountains to the Cedar Mountains. The ranch encompasses some 250 sections.
Sightings were taken from cowboys and recorded as cowboy days. The tally for the year
was .12 deer per cowboy day. In other words, it took 8.33 days for every sighting per
cowboy. This statistic was noted in several forums including a meeting with the New
Mexico Fish and Game Department with Game Commissioner Dutch Salmon present.
The purpose of the meeting was to call attention to the meager deer population and for
special consideration of implementing a moratorium on hunting for a five year period to
support some improvement of that number. No action was taken and hunting has
continued albeit a draw system is in effect. '

2. My family arrived from Texas in 1884 and settled north of Cliff, New Mexico on
Mogollon Creek (15 years before the Gila was even a forest reserve). Other family units
arrived over the next 15 -25 years. During those periods there are no known diary entries
for wolf sightings outside of the Grant County area north and west of Hurley. There is no
mention of wolf activity in the “flats” south of there. That included conversations with a
family member who worked for the Diamond A Cattle Company and the Hearst
Corporation. That does not imply that wolves were not in the Animas country because
the family activities didn’t extend that far. The point is if you simply cannot relegate the
notion to the public that wolves were common in this lower country. You’d better have
better data than hearsay.

3. The fact that USFWS is going to come with wolves into this country regardless of
public input is criminal. The long term success of these animals is going to be tied to
stakeholder participation and the track record of total disregard from these people is
incomprehensible. In our case, the food base will be coyotes, jack rabbits, rattlesnakes
and cattle. There simply isn’t anything e¢lse. What on Earth are you attempting to do?

Cc: Congressman Stevan Pearce
Senators Domenici and Bingaman



1155 N. Miranda St.
Apt. H-2

Fas Cruces NM 88005
Dec. 4, 2007

Brian Millsap, State Administrator
US Fish and Wildlife Service

NM Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NI

Albuquerque NM 87113

Dear Mr. Millsap:
Re: Mexican Wolf NEPA Scoping

Reintroduced wolves have thrived in the Northern Rockics—Why not here? Why can’t we apply the model used
1n the Northern Rockics.

Artificial Boundaries

Allow wolves to expand their territory rather than being restricted to current recovery area which punishes wolves
for venturing into good habitat adjacent to the release area. Wolves should be allowed to reoccupy suitable habitat
where it exists.

Baiting Wolves

MOST IMPORTANT

Ranchers must be required to remove and make inedible carcasses of livestock that attract wolves and enablc
scavenging. thus encouraging wolves (o prey on live livestock nearby.

Outdated Recovery Plan
Current recovery plan is 25 years old and therefore does not incorporate recent data and advances in conservation
methods.

Poor Habitat
Allow wolf release in the Gila Wildemess, a huge, roadless, and mostly cattle-free area. What better place for the
wolves to recover?

Proximity to Grazing

Buy-outs of ranchers willing to sell which would reduce collisions between wolves and livestock are stymied by
current Forest Service policy that allows grazing permits for such ranches to be transferred to someone else for
livestock grazing, If grazing permits would be permanently retired, ranches could be purchased for wolf
protection.

Lack of Understanding
Fear of wolves 1s similar to fear of snakes and should be addressed.

[ urge a change in the regulations to improve the opportunitics for wolf recovery.
Sincerely,

g

B. Jean Apgar
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Predators and the Dimensions of Fear

Predators stir passions, may compete with us economically, and in some cases
cause the human animal in large numbers to take on varying dimensions of fear.
Sometimes this fear is well founded; more often it is not. No predator causes more fear,
for less reason, than the wolf. Yet there may be occasions where wolves are to be feared.
This drama and debate regarding the real and imagined fear of predators is currently
being played out in southwest New Mexico as nowhere else in the country.

Small critters (and some of them can scarcely be called predators) are really much
more dangerous than big predators. Each year in North America people numbering in the
multiplied hundreds are killed by wasps, bees, homets, fire ants, poisonous snakes,
scorpions, spiders, et al. People take this in stride and it scarcely makes the local papers.
Yet let one coyote, bear, lion, or wolf so much as attack a human ~ a rare occurrence --
and it is news well beyond local boundaries. If it is a wolf, it need not even attack; it need
only get close enough that it might be seen as aggressive.

We have a wolf reintroduction program going on today in southwest New Mexico
and eastern Arizona with nearly 60 wolves running loose over roughly 5 million acres of
forested mountains. The great majority of these 60 wolves are roaming the wilderness
and are seldom seen or heard. But a handful are “habituated” to humans, due primarily to
their derivation as pen-raised stock, and hang about dwellings, ranches, campsites and act
only half wild. These animals scare people. At a recent meeting of the State Game
Commission, and at recent anti-wolf rallies and meetings, I noticed that the main
objection to wolf reintroduction had changed from previous gatherings, from complaints
over cattle and big game (elk and deer) depredations, to fear of attack by habituated
wolves, mostly as regards children.

Psychologists and psychiatrists have joined the debate. James Thal, Ph.D., writes,
“Many . . . of the individual interviewed described varying degrees of emotional distress
resulting from near encounters with wolves in the affected areas. In some cases, the
individuals interviewed had been significantly traumatized by what they reported as wolf
attacks on their pets and livestock . . . the worst impacts appeared to be in two instances
in which family pets or small livestock were killed by wolf attacks.”

The result? According to Thal, “Literature strongly suggests that stressors such as
those impacting individuals in the wolf reintroduction areas (i.e., economic loses, family
disruptions, etc.) are often accompanied by increases in family violence, failing grades in
school, drug/alcohol abuse, and suicide attempts/completions.”

Julia Martin, MD, suggests children may take on “chronic mental illnesses” due to
“repeated exposure to habituated wolves.”

Sounds like Little Red Riding Hood may have been right. And yet?

In contrast to bees, wasps, fire ants, snakes, hornets, spiders, or even bears, lions,
. or livestock (errant cattle, unlike wolves, have killed nine people in New Mexico in the
last dozen years), wolf attacks in North America are so rare, there is no “literature” to
suggest much of anything. And isn’t this all part of rural life?

In August, 2002, my son, then aged 7, lost his companion Jack Russell terrier to
coyotes. There was no doubt as to what species of animal was responsible and young Bud
found the body, eaten, and brought it to the house.



In 2005, the whole family lost a favored greyhound pup to a large predator, likely
a lion, though it could have been a wolf.

We lost the family cat to a great horned owl.

And last year I was going to get rich raising red bourbon turkeys; others had. I
acquired four, had big plans, and then watched as, over time, the coyotes carried them off
one by one.

Over all of this there were family tears and anger, especially by the child, but
perhaps he is made of sterner stuff. He still gets straight “A’s,” does not suffer from
chronic mental illness, does his farm chores without complaint, has not been
“traumatized,” remains everyone’s normal kid.

One word does give me pause, however — “habituated.”

From living 10 years in wolf country in northern Minnesota I can say that wild
wolves don’t hang about people, occupied dwellings, campsites, and while they see dogs
as competitors, they don’t attack them in the close proximity of humans. Most of our
southwest wolves aren’t habituated, but for those that are we should not minimize the real
fear generated. An actual attack on a human is unlikely but those of us who want a certain
number of wolves in the Southwest must realize such an attack, however improbable,
would likely end the program.

Id allow those dealing with habituated wolves, rubber buckshot on a permit basis
and with instruction, the idea being a non-lethal aversion technique that will remove most
of the fear element from the debate. That would further the program and human safety,
real and imagined. It would work with most of the miscreants. For those wolves who still
habituate, they must go back to their pens, or go down to real bullets. I’d also say,
compensate for all pet and livestock losses, even the questionable incidents, and
government, state and/or federal, should help with the funding.

For the pro-wolf side, I'd allow direct release into the Gila Wilderness, expanded
boundaries in the two states (really, wolves should have the same boundaries as mountain
lions — none), and an end to automatic “three strikes and you’re out” (often we should
compensate the loss instead, at least until we have at least 100 wild wolves and 10
breeding pairs to sustain their future).

Those of us who have lost pets and/or livestock to large predators understand the
feeling. It’s no fun, it’s costly and may be scary. We live through it and carry on.
Regardless of the dangers, real and imagined, of wild critters large and small, we like
country living; we don’t traumatize our children by admitting a state of trauma into our
own personal psychologies. We like country sport and living enough to survive the
dimensions of fear. We understand the need for some control but don’t seek to
exterminate those wildlife with whom we are sometimes in conflict; they deserve their

place in the wild.
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