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At the beginning of 2007, there were a minimum of 59 Mexican wolves, including
seven breeding pairs, confirmed in the wild. Biologists arrived at this figure by using
a helicopter in January to locate and count members of all groups containing
radio-collared wolves (biologists counted all collared and visible non-collared
members). In addition, field teams utilize howling surveys, observations, and
snow-tracking “counts” every December and January to estimate the number of
groups without collars. Although 59 is a minimum number, biologists are confident
that this is close to the actual number.
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Roadmap to Recovery

The Mexican Wolf Recovery Plan population proposal of
100 wolves for the Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area was
based on research from other North American wolf
recovery areas. However, the terrain is different in the
Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area. Year-round grazing
means that wolves encounter livestock more frequently,
leading wolves to kill more livestock than in other parts
of the country. Because of the increased number of
depredations, a higher proportion of Mexican wolves
are removed from the wild than are gray wolves living in
northern climates.

Adult wolves are fitted with radio collars before release.
Biologists closely monitor the population and produce
monthly reports about the wolves and wolf packs,
recording information such as pack location, denning
sites, and possible depredations.

The Mexican wolf reintroduction program has undergone reviews in 2001 and 2005,
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determined the reintroduction project would
continue. Your input is needed to help determine what changes, if any, need to be
implemented as the reintroduction continues.
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Mexican Wolf Population Estimates versus Projections from FEIS
Population Count
Year
Actual estimated
Projected number of wolves
number of wolves.
1988
4
7
1999
15
14

99

Number of Wolves

88

2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

77
66
55
44

22
26
42
55
44-48
35-49
59
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Reintroduced Wolf Population

Some of the captive-bred wolves are introduced using a
“modified soft release” approach. They are placed in pens of
one-quarter acre or smaller. Because they have been raised in
captivity, this approach allows the wolves to orient to the wild.

23
35
45
55
68
83
102

2001: USFWS
completes 3-year
review process;
recommendation for
program to continue
with modifications.

33
- estimated actual number of wolves

22

- projected number of wolves

1996: Final EIS released.

11
0
1988

1990: USFWS sued for not
implementing recovery plan; hires
coordinator to implement it.

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

Year

Pre-1970:
Mexican
wolves
nearly
extinct.

1977-1980: Five wolves
captured in Mexico for
captive breeding program.
Two more are located in
zoos.

2000: First wolves
translocated into
the Gila Wilderness
in New Mexico.

1997: Blue Range Wolf
Recovery Area (BRWRA) in
eastern Arizona selected as
reintroduction site.

1982: Mexican
Wolf Recovery
Plan completed.

Population projections were based on an average litter size of four to six pups. However, data show an average of
2.1 pups per litter in the reintroduced population. Scientists speculate that some pups might die in the den, since
pups aren’t counted until leaving it at four to six weeks. Biologists don’t count the pups in the den, because
female wolves may relocate or abandon them as a result of the disruption.

Pre1970:

1976 1978 1980 1982

1976: Mexican Wolf
listed as endangered
under Endangered
Species Act.

1979: U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service
(USFWS) forms
Mexican Wolf
Recovery Team.

2005: AMOC completes five-year
review and submits to USFWS;
includes 37 recommendations for
improvement.
2002: Wolves allowed
to inhabit White
Mountain Apache Tribe
reservation.
2002: Litter of
hybridized Mexican wolf
pups found and
euthanized.

2005: Courts dismiss
hybridization lawsuit; Arizona and
New Mexico Coalition of Counties,
et. al, file an appeal.

2005: Recovery planning for the
Mexican Wolf put on hold due to
court issues about wolf
classification.

2002: San Carlos
Apache Tribe passes
resolution to remove all
Mexican wolves from
reservation.

2007: USFWS holds public
scoping meetings at 12 locations
in Arizona and New Mexico to
learn from the public the best
alternatives to current Final Rule.

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1992 : USFWS issues
Notice of Intent to Prepare
an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS).

1998: USFWS sued regarding
implementation of the project;
courts dismiss the lawsuit.

1998: 10(j) Rule
established; USFWS
releases first Mexican
wolves into the wild.

2003: Coalition of Arizona and
New Mexico counties files lawsuit
regarding the hybridization issue.
199
95: U
SFW
1995:
USFWS
releases draft EIS.

2003: USFWS re-classifies
wolves into different population
segments; Mexican wolves
maintain endangered or
non-essential status.
2003: San Carlos Apache Tribe
enters into cooperative agreement
with USFWS for wolf monitoring
and management; includes
removal.

2004: AMOC begins
5-Year Review; drafts
released for public
review and comment.
2003: First release of Mexican
wolves on White Mountain Apache
Tribe lands.
2003: Defenders of Wildlife &
others file suit against USFWS
regarding Gray Wolf
Reclassification Rule.
2003: States and tribes
authorized to implement
reintroduction project with USFWS
oversight and responsibility.
Adaptive Management Oversight
Committee (AMOC) and Adaptive
Management Working Group
(AMWG) formed.

2008: Process will continue to
determine whether USFWS
continues with 1998 10(j) Rule or
creates revised Rule.

